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Lots and Lots and Lots of NEWS!!

Hi Ladies (& Gents)! 

Happy New Year!  Thank you again for being so flexible with our January Sew-Fest

time change.  You were all wonderfully responsive, even at the last minute, with

many of you coming early, and we were able to collect about 350 dresses, which

helped to fill up our empty coffers! 

2010 Sponsored Women:  As most of you know, Dress A Girl Around the World is

part of a larger ministry called Hope 4 Women International (H4WI) that sponsors

women in Uganda and the Philippines with micro-loans for them to begin small

businesses. Sponsorship can change the life of a woman and her family.  The ladies

enter a one year program where they receive training in Math, English, Reading and

Biblical Principles of Business.  They also receive gardening supplies and training in

how to make a garden grow in their area.   For just $36 a month, the life of a woman

and her family can be radically changed.   

Christmas 2018, in lieu of a gift exchange with each other, we donated $3024 which

was enough for our group to sponsor SEVEN women!  You can read about them

here or download the pdf below. If you did not get to contribute but would like to

sponsor a woman on your own ($432), please email Lisa@h4wi.org.

2019 Sponsorships - 7.pdf

2019 so far:  So far this month, we have sent 120 to Haiti with Healing

Hearts International, and they have already sent PIX...check them out here.  An
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additional 120 also is on their way to Haiti right now with H.A.R.T (Haiti & Africa

Relief Team).  They hope to send us pix as well; you can follow along with posts of

their trip by visiting their facebook page here. (They are a Catholic group from MI,

headed by Dr. Tom Graves.) . Also PIX from late 2018 deliveries to Peru and the

Philippines! 

We look forward to sending 500+ to Ethiopia again with Jana and Doctors Giving

Back in the next month or so. 

THANK YOU:  A huge thank you to St. Charles for selecting us as a recipient for

one of their 'mini-grants' of $500.  We immediately hit the end-of-year Joann's sales

and got lots of yardage for bias and for dresses! 

Mumbai, India: Thanks to our very own Susanne Frey took 100 dresses to India

while visiting relatives there over the holiday.  Here's here report:

We returned from Mumbai a week ago, after an amazing visit with my
husband’s relatives. Se dropped off the dresses at the orphanage. The
institution (Bal Asha Trust) is located in central Mumbai, on grounds donated
by the government. Otherwise though, it fully relies on private donations to
operate. We were received by the administrator and shown around the
facilities. There was a nursery for the infants and several rudimentary, but clean
buildings for the older kids. Unfortunately, I was not allowed to take any
photos of the children or otherwise, due to child trafficking concerns. They
were extremely grateful for the dresses (as well as the other donations we
brought for the boys), and wanted me to pass along the message to you and
the many other stakeholders and supporters of Dress-A-Girl. Seeing the
extreme poverty still affecting millions of people not only in Mumbai but all
around India is very saddening, and therefore, being able to touch and improve
the lives of at least a few children felt like it was all the more important. Thanks
again for the opportunity to be a Dress-A-Girl Ambassador. I look forward to
seeing you again at a future Sew Fest 

From Ginny Horner, who heads up our sub-group that meets in Lafayette:  

Lauren Kobashigawa found a way to get her 29 dresses to the Dominican
Republic. Lauren is a junior in high school who spent time in the village of
Barranca through the Amigos program.  She found a way to get the dresses to
Barranca and we are hoping for pictures.  Lauren organized her friends to do
the sewing.  I gave her the kits and I went to most of her workshops to help.
(cute short VIDEO on website!) 
AND...here's an article in the East Bay times about Lauren!  WAY TO GO

LAUREN!  Thank you for all your efforts, may God richly bless you!

Donna Schumacher took 22 dresses and they are going to Colina de Luz
Christian Home for Children in Tijuana, Mexico. 
Tonja Marcus took 50 dresses to go to Haiti for Children's Heritage
Foundation.
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We sent 50 dresses to CJ White at the First Methodist Church in Durango,

Colorado and those dresses are going to Obaga which is in Kenya.

From Dorothy Giammona, who heads up our sub-group that meets in Castro

Valley:

We sent 20 dresses to Tijuana

and 50 to Tanzania

Certificate in Human Trafficking: Interested in learning more?  Check out this 4-

course online certification (from my alma mater!) 

2019 Sew-Fests: Download the schedule til June 2019.  Next up: February 19 at

St. Michael's hall.  Don't forget to check out our own website if you have any

questions or want to see pix or anything! It should be there (and if it's not, let me

know!)  OR check out the national DAG site for other photos and national info.   

THANK YOU AGAIN for all your amazing efforts and adorable dresses for God's

little girls.  Always be on the lookout for folks/groups traveling to areas that might

be able to use dresses...we want them to GO instead of taking up room in our

garage! :) 

Many blessings, 

Suzanne & Eric 
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